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SUBJECT: EC BANS BEEF IMPORTS 

1. ON JULY 16 THE EC COUNCIL OF AGRICULTURAL MINISTERS, BOWING TO 
INTENSE PRESSURES FROM FARMERS, BANNED THE ISSUANCE OF IMPORT 
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THIRD COUNTRIES EXCEPT FOR GATT-BOUND QUOTAS. THIS BAN 
APPLIES FROM JULY 16 TO OCT. 31, 1974. 

2. WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE COUNCIL VOTE ON THE IMPORT BAN WAS 
VIRTUALLY 

UNANIMOUS, WITH TWO MEMBER STATES (THE UK AND THE NETHERLANDS OR 
DENMARK) 

ABSTAINING. THE COUNCIL OVERRULED THE OBJECTIONS OF THE COMMISSION 
WHICH HAD REFUSED TO MEET THE REQUESTS OF CERTAIN MEMBER STATES 
FOR BANNING IMPORTS. 

3. IN A DISCUSSION WITH A MISSION OFFICER, AVERY, A MEMBER OF 
SOAMES' CABINET, DESCRIBED SOAMES AS "FURIOUS" OVER THE COUNCIL 
ACTION. AVERY SAID THAT THE COUNCIL HAD ACTED "IRRESPONSIBLY". 

SOAMES TOLD AMBASSADOR GREENWALD THERE IS STILL ENOUGH PROTECTIONIST 
SENTIMENT LEFT IN EUOPE AND PARTICULARLY FRANCE SO THEY SEEK TO 

SHIFT THE BURDEN TO OUTSIDE COUNTRIES (BY IMPORT RESTRICTIONS) WHEN 
DIFFICULT SITUATIONS ARISE. 

4. LARDINOIS, IN A PRESS BRIEFING, SAID THAT THE COMMUNITY WILL 
DEFEND THE IMPORT BAN IN GATT ON JULY 17. HE SAID THE COMMUNITY 
"HAS A VERY GOOD CASE" FOR JUSTIFYING THE MEASURE WHICH WILL NOT 
APPLY 

TO FROZEN BEEF AND LIVE CATTLE IMPORTED UNDER QUOTAS BOUND IN GATT. 

5. PEART, THE UK MINISTER, DOWNPLAYED THE IMPORT BAN. HE AND OTHER 
UK OFFICIALS MAINTAINED THAT THE "JUMELAGE" SYSTEM FOR IMPORT 
(UNDER WHICH IMPORTERS MUST PURCHASE A QUANTITY OF INTERVENTION 
BEEF EQUIVALENT TO THE VOLUME OF IMPORTS) HAS ALREADY SEVERELY 
RESTRICTED IMPORTS AND THEREFORE THE BAN WILL HAVE LITTLE ECONOMIC 
EFFECT. 

6. FURTHER DETAILS ON THE OUTCOME OF THE JULY 15-17 MEETING 
OF THE COUNCIL OF AGRICULTURAL MINISTERS FOLLOW BY SEPTEL. 

GREENWALD 
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